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As the limits and character of the list prevented a general rounding out of the sub- 
ject material, the committee provided no subject index, but the American Library 
Association editorial staff has compiled the one included for such assistance as it will 
give, basing the work, by special permission, on the subject index section of the Pitts- 
burgh Catalogue of Children's Books. 

In the belief that no library, however modest in size, is complete without a few 
really artistic books, some of the more expensive editions illustrated by artists who 
appeal to young people have been included. Many children have no opportunity 
in their daily lives to see beauty in line and color. A few finely illustrated editions 
provide this beauty related to what is fine and lasting in literature [pp. 3-6]. 

The book-list contains approximately 850 titles which are arranged in 
three divisions: Section A for the first three grades; Section B for Grades IV 
to VI ; and Section C for Grades VII to IX. The book also contains a directory 
of publishers, a title index, and a subject index. Following each title there is a 
brief descriptive annotation and a statement of the school grades for which the 
book is best adapted. 

The wide use of such a book-list, particularly in the smaller school systems 
where trained librarians are lacking, would do much to improve the character 
of school libraries. 
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